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Infidelity Considered. 
(Continued from page 132.) 


Thus infidelity reigns, not only in its true and 
naked form, with those who make no pretensions to 
know God, whichis more tolerable and less inju- 
rious to mankind in general, and tothe good of 
souls in particular, but lamentable indeed, it has 
assumed Christ’s righteousness, and espoused the 
Christian cause, and net upon the plains of Dura 
alone has it set up an image,nor in all kingdoms and 
countries, but more thorough is the deep laid plan, 
and better calculated to deceive is the deception. 
The idol, instead of the real, is a speculative image 
of God, is set up by an impression upon the soul ; 
all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, are call- 
ed upon, both small and great; and the kings of the 
earth,and the great men, aod the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, instead of 
hiding themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains, which would be giving way to the 
Majesty of heaven in order that he might rule and 
reign in them,whose rightit is, and that the ascend- 
ing angel from the east, very figurative of Christ 
rising into dominion in the soul, having the seal of 
the living God, might seal the servants of the Most 
High io their foreheads. But how stout do they stand 
in their own unsanctified natures, not only opposing 
the simplicity and efficacy of the gospel power in 
themselves, which if they would give way to, it 
would instruct them better than to exalt the written 
testimonials thereof, to the exclusion and to the 
preference of the gospel spirit of which they treat, 
styling of them as his revealed will to man, and at 
the same time, gainsaying and revolting from the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit of which they treat. 
Is not this the worst of idolatry, not erecting, as 
above expressed, on the plains of Dura, Nebuchad- 
nezzar-like, an image, nor yet locating on any out- 
ward spot for its establishment, but in the mind. 
The Spirit of infidelity assuming Christ’s righteous- 
ness, is there setting up an image, or ideal God, and 
not in reality from his owo Divine image, impressed 
upon the soul 1) and through the immediate reve- 
lation of his Holy Spirit, but by. and through an 
eutward revelation from nature, and from Scripture. 
How inconsistent are such proceedings with the 
true benign Spirit of the Gospel, to which the Holy 
Scriptures point, and on these Scriptures, the very 
spirit of Antichrist is laying hands, and extending 
from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth, for what? Why under pretence, to be sure, 
that the knowledge of God muy cover the globe, as 
the sea covers the channels of the mighty deep ; an 
exalted, and specious pretence, indeed, equal to that 
of Capernaum,even to heaven, and like her, must in 
God’s own willand time, be thrust down to hell, 
or a state of distress due to such rebellion. Now 
make the best, and all that can be made, either by 
men or devils of such an extension of Scripture, 
under pretence of its being the Lord’s work, and it 
will be the work of infidelity and of Antichrist still, 
and nothing better in the result can come of it, than 
the fruits which are produced by such spirits. “ For 
by their fruits shall ye know them.” his is a la- 
mentable evil in our highly professing Christian 
tand,where the door of freedom is widely extended, 
and which will only be kept open by a right use of 
this freedom ; for “ all evil has its origin in the 
abuse of good.” Some will be ready to query, is 
it an evil to give the most extensive cir ion to 
the Scriptures? Most certainly it is, in the same 
proportion as the spirit and intention of this circu- 
‘ation is from am Antichristian source! Who is so 
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blind, and hood-winked by the priest, as not 
to see, that it isto open a wide field of labour for 
missionaries and ministers of the gospel, as they are 
called. They would feign make the people believe, | 
that salvation is through them, and the word of God; | 


OT 


REMARKS. 

We have considered our correspondent,Impartial- 
ist, as possessing great candour, and manifesting a 
disposition to reject error of every description; and 
on the presumption that we have not been mis- 


(the Scriptures) or why do they hold up av idea,| taken in our opinion, we cherish a confident hope, 
that souls will be lost for the want of such assist- | that he will, on conviction, acknowledge and reyect 
ance? Strip them of their pay, see then, what will| an error, which we believe he has unconsciously 


become of their activity and their zeal ia religion | 
for the good of souls! [tis presumable at least, that| 


published. The error we allude to, is found in his 
third paragraph, when quoting Paul’s Epiile to 


such pastors would decline caring for the flock,| Titus, 1. 11. according to the erroneous translation 


and leave them exposed to every invader. 
be objected, that they which preach the gospel, 
should live of the gospel. Very true,—but fulfil 
the former, then be partakers of the latter! Thi 
would be according to righteousness. But nomi- 
nally,and not really to preach the gospel, entitles no 
man toa life in the gospel. “The heart of man is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ; 
who can know it? By their fruits shall ye know 
them. Men do not gather grapes of thorns ;” nei- 
ther can the people be benefited by a mere nominal 
preacher, nor ought they to be deceived, much less, 
to pay for the deception: for this would be to encour- 
age infidelity in the building up of Antichrist’s king- 
dom, and bind upon themselves, for the deception of 
their souls, grievous, nay the worst of burdens and 
grievous to be borne. 

It is to be hoped, that every good work will pros- 
per ; nor will it fail of prosperity, only as its depen- 
dance is withdrawn from all good; for itis from 
hence all good proceeds, and is dependant, both for 
its origin and prosperity. But how just is it, if the 
greatest good should fall into evil hands, that it 
should fail of success ? Nay, how impassible is it, 
that it should be otherwise? The Scriptures, the 
very best of books, unless they are preached up and 
extended in the very same good Spirit in which 
they were written, are as parables in the mouth of 
fools. And infidel hands.will succeed no better in 
spreading of them, than those vagabond Jews did, 
who undertook to cast out an evil spirit, by that 
good Spirit that Paul preached. The man in whom 
the evil spirit was, exclaimed, Jesus | know, and 
Paul | know, but who are ye? and leaped upon 
them and overcame them! Just so preposterous 
and absurd it must appear to the rational heathen, 
as they are called, to have men of unhallowed dis- 
positions, and unsanctified tempers, present them- 
selves as ministers of the sanctuary, and distributors 
of the blessed testimonials of the scriptures; for 
these, however without God, and the writings of sa- 
cred things, they may seem to be, they are not en 
tirely destitute of the knowledge of that good Spi- 
rit by which Paul preached,which,though they may 
not abide its dictates, so as to be one with it in all 
their movements, yet they will spurn the imposing 
hand which in pretence is extended for their benefit, 
but in reality, merely to dupethem. Were the 
missionaries themselves one with this Spirit in all 
their religious movements, they would no sooner 
attempt to Christianize from no other knowledge 
of God, than from nature, and a book, than they 
would be hired to carry a dark lantern in the night 
te a powder plot. This would be a heinous crime, 
which if detected,would be severely punished. But 
the deception,and(if it is warrautable to say )the de- 
struction of souls, has become a very popular and 
praiseworthy employment, in which all denomina- 
tions seem to have a hand. A great ery about re- 
ligion, and much is doing to put the mote out of our 
brother’s eye, while our every day conduct, both in 
private, and in — at home, and abroad, in a re- 
ligious and political capacity, proves undeniably, 
that the beam is still in our own. That this is nota 
mere assertion, contrast the fruits of professors 
with the Spirit of Christianity. 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 
(To be continued.) 


it way | of the tert, without the marginal reading, which 


reading shows the scruples of conscience of the 
translators, who, although their blindness and pre- 
judices prevailed on them to corrupt the text, still 
had influence sufficient to leave this standing ine- 
morial of their doubts and uncertainty relative to its 
true import! Our correspondent says, of the spirit 
of infidelil ,* that it still leads from the maniles- 
tation of the Spirit, and from that* grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, which hath appeared (not 
to an elect few, but) to all men: teaching,” &e., and, 
“that no man knoweth the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him.” And 
adds, ** But this infidel Antichristian doctrine is very 
different,—it teacheth, that God is to be known 
through some other medium than Jesus Christ; 
namely,—from nature, and from Seripture,” &e. 
Now, we request our correspondent to pause, to 
stop,—ask yourself, Where did I obtain this infor- 
mation ? Am I sure, beyond the possibility of mis- 
take, that I am right; and that the spirit that 
teaches me, is none other than the living God? Is it 
reasonable, or consistent, for you to adduce as festi- 
mony and evidence to prove that you are taught of 
God, or to prove any thing, a book, which you call 
Scripture, and deny that testimony when produced 
by others? You have quoted Scripture to prove that 
God has made himself known ; and then, you deny 
the testimony of that Scripture, relative to what is 
made known! You say, “ tufidelily teacheth, that 
God is to be made known through some other me- 
dium than Jesus Christ; namely ,—from nature, and 
from SCRIPTURE!” W hat are the Scriptures, but 
the testimony of God? Of that God, who cannot 
lie! Paul declared, Heb i. 1.“ God, who at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, spake in time past un- 
to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son.” Will you pre- 
sume to say, that itis Christ, the secd, in every 
man’s conscience, which is the only word, to which 
we are togive heed? Tle inspired penman declared, 
“man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 
How many words have proceeded from God? 
Paul says, ‘God, who at sundry times, &c., spake,’ 
&e. Did God speak at sundry times, &c., - his 
prophets, aud by Christ, and did he not speak 
words, many words? Are not all these words good 
testimony’ Are they not life, and are they not re- 
corded in the Seriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments? Is a man an infidel who relies on 
these words, this ‘ record that God hath given 
of his Son,’ and who believes ‘ this record’ is 
‘a medium’ through which he can know God? 
John says, * The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 
prophecy!” Are not the Seriptures a record of this 
testimony, this Spirit of Prophecy ? Is aman an 
INFIDEL who relies upon this Spirit of prophecy, 
this testimony of Jesus, and who considers jt‘ a 
medium’ through which God is known ? Christ de- 
clared, “ Search the Scriptures, &c., they are they 
which testify of me.” Is a man an infidel who 
searches these Scriptures and believes that they 
testify of Christ, and that their testimony is true ? 
Again. Is not necure a manifestation of God? We 
taught at the commencement of our Numbers, the 
incapacity of man, in consequence of blindness, to 





* L»ok through nature, up to nature’s God.’ 
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Heaven forbid we should ever accuse that 
man of tnfidelity, who considers, (and believes, too, ) 
that the * Heavens declare the glory of God,’ or, 
that ‘ the firmament showeth forth his handy work;’ 


for‘ day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto | 


night showeth Anowledge!”’ But man, impotent from 
error, and ignorant by sin, too frequently neglects 
the book vf nature altogether, or perverts its teach- 
ing. ‘The stars bear brishant testunony of the wis- 
dom and power of God; and even the earch, CU RD- 
ELD as its because of man, still blushes in the rose, 
blogs in ts fouage and its flowers, produces seed lo 
the sower,and bread tw the eateraud abounds In Uo- 
numbered sweets. Deop in the dark recess of misan- 
thropic glovu,and the biack stiades of Atheisi itsell, 
Must (ust man be buried, who would deiberately 
deny these testinevies and manifestations of Lhe pow - 
er, Windom, and goodness of God! Let us again look 
at our correspoodent 3 premises. ‘Lhe grace oi Gou 
which bringeth salvation bath appeared te all men, 
Ke., not to a few elect.” Now, Paul says no such 
thing ; and we eall upon all concerned to prove that 
hedves The grace of God, 1s the love, javeur, and 
kindness of God. Paul dves vot declare, that this 
love, or grace of Gud, (which is im, and made 
known, or mmauilested tn Christ Jesus) hath appear- 
ed unto all men! Very far irom it. Paul says, the 
grace ot God hath appeared, and be represents Lie 
saivation of ali men asthe consequence; nol because 
the grace hath appeared or is made known lo any 
man, or Mea,—but he relates a fact,—all men are 
saved,—the grace of God which saved them, ts made 
known. * By grace are ye saved, says Paul. Not 
saved by making i known; any more, than a man 
is made rich, by the message which the messenger 
delivers,when he tells bin that he has a fortune be- 
queathed hic, instead of being made rich by the 
p me itself. We have been mitormed, that ccrtam 
clergymen have said, that this paper was pot ot su/ 
ficient consequence to voter. Now, our exposition vi 
Paul's deciai ation to Pitus, of lalse, is io Ube strictest 
sense vi the word a damnable error, aud may be read 
by agreater quimber of persons than avy clergyman s 
audience is composed of, Consequently, lew plea, 
‘no consequence,’disagrees widely with thei: Sunday 
protessiens of concern tur the souls of pour sinners; 
who, we assure (bem, are as likely tu be injured by 
reading (ies in this paper, as they are to be benefited 
by hearing the truth from thew pulps! We ask 
them, seriously, How will you answer to your God, 
and Judge, at that great day which you say is 
rapidly approaching, for neglecting an opportunity 
of dvchring what you pretend to believe is the 
‘whole counsel of God, and refuting, what you in 
your pulpits call a damnable heresy, and declare, is 
the destruction of the souls of thousands? We mean 
no disrespect to you; but we think the subjeet im- 
po: tant, far more so, than your opinivns reputations, 
or feelings ; therelore, we use plainness of speech, 
and deal iw honest sincerity proper for so great an 
occasion. — We, therelure, appeal to you, and ask 
you, as you expect to give account to God for your 
conduct—would you remain thus inactive, and inat- 
tentive, were your salaries in as great danger from 
the promulgation of the faith we teach, as you pre- 
tend the souls of men are ? 

Our correspondent, speaking of the grace which 
hath equa adds, * not to an elect few,’ but to all 
men.’ We ask our correspondent, was there news 
received in town, or made known, or appeared io 
town, from England, and the inhabitants represent- 
ed that news which they said had appeared to, or 
was mide known to them,a /housand different ways, 
would you believe that each was right, and in the 
actual possession of the news, and that each had 
heard it from the messenger who brought it? No! 
It would be impossible for you bo believe so! There 
is news received, or has appeared in this world from 
heaven ; and there are thousands who pretend they 
have heard the news, or that it has appeared to 
them; and they tell r many different steries 

Widely in their ac- 


all can eMight—one account 


1 be 
} the others must all be 
This is incontestable evidence, that the 
not appeared unto all men, for if it 
ali men would agree in their accounts of that 
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grace ? You will please to recollect, that you have 
produced Paul, and made him testify to a fact | 
which is no fact—and we deny that Paul ever 
testified that, which you impute to him. And more, 
we ure ready, when called upon, to prove from the 
original Greek, Ubat Paul did not say the ‘ grace of 
God which bringeth salvation hath appeared to all | 
men. And we appeal to the consciences of all cler- 
¢gymen Who are acquainted with the original, and 
to all others who are advertised of this fact, whe- 
ther it is nut their duty to make it known to their 
congregations, that they may know the truth, and 
receive it inthe love of it. The doctrine recently 
taught ip our columoas by Philotheus, and Theopht- 
iws, and which Impartialist appears to have an in- 
clioation to advocate, is net found in the scriptures ! 
Namely, Christ is a light in every man’s conscience, 
and this light is the true Christ, and ts not found in 
the Scriptures. Produce the man, who never saw, 
vr heard of these seriptures,(which are so lightly | 
esteemed,) who ever had any knowledge of God 
and Chriot! Dark, indeed, must that pretended | 
hight be, whieh communicates no knowledge of) 
God and Christ! We presume Philotheus, and 
Theophilus, are of the Society of Friends, and we 
mean no disrespect, when we say, that in our 
opinion, a congregstion of 500, or 1000 persons, 
who sit silent for Uiree hours, and not one of all 
this great puniber, and all, aud each, professedly in 
possession of a Christ, the true light, have learn- 
ed oi that light, sufficient to bear testimony ef that 
light. The Seripturee say, ‘ out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh” Please to ac- 
kn. wledge the truth of this declaration, and then 
the revers: must be equally true, namely—an empty 
heart makes a silent mouth. We repeat it—we 
mean no offence. Therefore,no man has a right 
to be offended ! We consider the subject an all im- 
portant one—our aim is to refute error, and estab- 
lish the truth—and if we cannot expose error, or 
vindicate the truth, without giving offence, we shall 
offend all that will be offended ! Reader, are you 
offended at our freedom ? If so, we appeal, not to 
your prejudices, but to your conscience—Is it the 
manner,or the matter which offends? Remember the 
saying of the wise man,— Better are the reproofs 
of a friend, than the kisses of an enemy!” We offer 
no violence to your person, or your reputation; nei- 
ther do we seek to deprive you of any thing which 
can administer to your peace or happiness,—it is 
your prejudices and absurdities we war against,— 
we believe you are as good as any person of any 
sect, for we believe there are ‘none good but 
ove, and that is God.’ Admit the possibility that 
you are in an error—remember that truth is more 
precious than rubies; and that all things that are to 
be desired, are not to be compared with it,—con- 
sider,that the mind, like the body, may be diseased; 
and be not offended with bim who would remove 
the film from the mental eye, beeause he gives ne- 
cessary pain in the operation ! 

We agree with our correspondent, that it is ‘ the 
spirit of tnfidelity that leads man from the manifes- 
tation of the Spirit, (of God,) and from that grace 
which bringeth salvation, —but we disagree with 
him when he saysit ‘has appeared, not to an elect 
Jew, but to all men.” Paul p sors Titus ii. 11. 
* ‘Phe grace of God hath appeared, which bringeth 
salvation to all men; teaching,’ &e. And itisa 
spirit of unbelief or infidelity, which prevents men 
from velieving that this grace saves all men. We 
wish to he understood We mean, prevents those 
from believing, who have the Scriptures which 
makes hoown the fact. Those who have never 
seen the scriptures, or heard of the resurrection of 
Christ, cannot believe what they know nothing 
about. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. ‘To say that all men, without ex- 
ception,have been in possession of the word of God, 
is giving the lie to experience, and to the Scriptures 
which speak of those who were ‘ without God in 
the world.’ And Paul declares, to the Ephes. i. 13. 
‘In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.’ Con- 
sequently, there was a time when they had not 
heard, and were ignorant of the truth or word. The 








truth, or word of salvation, by which the believing 





Ephesians were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 


promise, 18s recorded in the book called the Serip 
tures, and through their medium men arrive at ty, 
knowledge that Ubrist has saved them,which recurc 
is the truth, or gospel (news) of their Saly ation 
and by believing it, they rejoice and enter int, 
rest. it is declared of the Jews, that “ their eyes 
should be darkened that they should not see.” 
Can this grace appear to those who do not see : 
Again, Christ told the Jews, Matt. xxiii. 59, + ye 
shall] not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Bless 
ed is he that cometh tw the name of the Lord’ | 
this grace Christ? Have the Jews, to this day, saic. 
* Blessed is he that cometh in the name of th 
Lord’ if not, Has this grace appeared unto them 
We presume there is no man who will deny, that 
the grace of God is his purpose of love and mercy 
or thatthe word appeared isa convertible term, io; 
made known, or manifested. Paul declared, see 
Ephes. i. 9. “ Having made known unto us [it had 
appeared to Paul, &e.,| the mystery of his will (jr 
had been a secret, not known, had not appeared 
according to his good pleasure which he had pur 
posed m hunseli.” Paul in the 10th verse, tells 
what the mystery is which was made known or ap 
peared to him,—the salvation of all men. And » 
the 12th verse, assigus as a reason why it was mad 
known to him, and others, &c., ‘That we should tx 
to the praise of his glory, who first trustedin Christ 


(James declares, see i. 18. * Of his own will begu! 


he us, with the word of truth, that we should be « 
kind of jirst fruits of his creatures.” Here is 4 
distinction (or election) made, which cannot by so 

phistry or eavilling be got over. At is not the duc 

tine of * election aud reprobation’ taught by Caivii, 
and Hopkins; it is as uilferent as ligt is different 
from darkness. isl fruits, imply ajter fruis; and 
the ayler fruits are expressed by ihe term, * his crea- 
tures’ Paul declared tu the Romans, see vill. 19 

‘For the earnest expectation of the creature waicth 
for the manifestation of the seus vt God.” liow 
could it be said the creature waited, or waiteth, i 
that which is to be known, had already appeares tv 
the creature? And Paul says, 23d verse, * Aud no! 
only they, but ourseives(whor Ans. ‘Those to whom 
this grace had appeared /) also, which have the frst 
fruits of the Spirit,’ Mc. See List verse. * Because 
the creature (all men,---the whole creation,) itsell 
also shali (not can, or may,) be delivered trom the 
bondage of corruption, mtv the giorivus tiberiy of 
the children of God.” ‘The reader is informed, 
that the word in the original, translated creature in 
hKomans viii. 19, 20, 21. is xreors, and is the same 
word which is translated creation, in the 22d verse. 
This correction shows the harmony of the Serip- 
iures,—'The prophet declares, * Ail nations whom 
God hath made, shail come and worship before 
him,” &c.; and Paul declares, the creation of Gud 
shall be delivered, &c. ‘he creation was subjecied 
in hope ; and it isa hope which shall be swaitowed 
up in ee : 

Here is a death blow to the doctrine of reproba 
tion taught by Calvin and others. And when the 
grace oi God appears to the whole creation, tie 
will be delivered, &c., and not before! if the test- 
monies we have produced, are not suthcient to 
prove, that the * grace of God which (is the salva- 
tien of or) bringeth salvation to all men,’ hath nef 
appeared to all men, our opponents * Would nol be- 
heve although ene rose from the dead !’ 

Impartialist, in his third paragraph, speaking of 
Antichristiap ministers, says, * Aud hence, the ue 
cessary qualification is nol that which cleanseth tions 
all sin, to wit, a confession of a gospel power wi thei 
souls, which ts effectual to cleanse, &e. ‘This is ih 
first time we ever beard that a mau’s confessing that 
he had a gospel power in his soul, cleansed Lim 
trom all sin! Now, if this is true, we believe the 
Antichristian ministers alluded to are cleansed ; tor 
they all confess this! We think our correspondent, 
to use a common expression, has overshot his mark, 
In our opinion, the truth would do much better 
here. Look at it.---‘ But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
"1, , and sanctyication, and redemplion ; 
that, according as itis written, He that glorieth, Jet 
him glory inthe Lord.’ 1 Cor. i. 50,31. Not glory 
in the gospel power in our souls. 

The observations of Impartialist relative to mis- 
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onaries, are we think iw want of a little qualifica- eyesof some of our missionary begrars, we ask 
‘ivan. Now we have no hesitation in saying, that them, and we press it home too, to * their business 
we believe numbers have relinquished the sweets of and bosoms,’—According to your rule of judging. 
domestic, and all the pleasures and gratifications of what does that man deserve, who professes great 
social life, and the blessings arising from civilized concern for the souls of poor sinners,—declaring, 
society, and with a motive highly honourable to hu- | that his heart bleeds for them, and who, while urging 
manity, voluntarily encountered the deprivations the duty of giving(to save souls,) to men of families, 
und sufferings inseparable from a wandering life whose incomes do not amount to $1000 per year, a 
moog savages, in wilds, and countries, where no part of their earnings, should himself squander in 
numan eye pitied, and no human hand was stretch- his own family, a sum exceeding $2,500 per year,— 
ed forth for their defence, or to administer to their | and all this,when dollars would go far to save souls, 
pressing Wants and necessities. And ignorant in-!and millions were perishing ? Would he deserve 
deed, must that man be, who would confine the ex- | heaven, or, Again. Is a man consistent, who 
ercise of self-denial to those professing the name | knows by experience, that even a small family can- 
of Christiaus! With a zeal as ardent, a faith as not be subsisted for one year, for « less sum than 
strong, and a perseverance as irresistible, have those $2,500, or even for that sum, is he consistent to 
who were ignoraut of God, and Christ, and im- | urge men who have not one half that income to 
mersed in ali the errors of Pagan superstition and give their money, and, if hfs statement is true, sub- 
idulatry, evinced their sincerity in the cause they ject their families to greater suffering as a conse- 
were engaged; and amidst racks and turments quence? We say greater suffering, for cause and 
sealed their testimony with their blood! A sulution effect ar euniform, and never vary to accommodate 
for all this ditliculty may be found in physical causes; the prejudices, the falsehoods, or the truth of any 
and the increased powers of body, and energy vf | person. Consequently, if a Doctor of Divinity 
mind, of insane persous, is a simple effect proceed- | cannot subsist his family FOR $2,500, a mechanic, 
ng from a natural cause, and not, as ignorant, or or tradesman’s family of equal numbers, would abso- 
superstitious people imagiue, the eflect of a super- | lutely slarve, or beg, before the year was out, on less 
natural cause. The many impious, disgusting, and | than one half the sum! Now, this is just as plain, as 
disgraceful scenes, which ave been Wituessed at | that two and twe make four. And if there was 
Methodist camp-meelings, may be easily accounted truth in the premises, it would follow as a conse- 





for, without supposing any influence but their own | quence, that there would be truth in the conelu- | 


passions, or any god but the idol which vanity has | sions!!! 

erected in their bosoms. ** ‘I'he living and true! Note. Impartialist, see 133d page, col. 3. 4th and 
God, who is the Saviour of all mea, is a God of | 5th lines from top, says, ‘ They would fain make 
order, and not of confusion!” And to attribute to people believe, that salvation is through them, aod 
his Spirit, conduct as riotous, avd coniusion asthe word of God (the Scriptures,) or why do they 
great, as existed at Ephesus, when the worshippers | hold up an idea that souls will be lost for the want 
of Diana, alarmed by the peace.ul preaching of} of such assistance.” Now, we believe, that salva- 
Paul, shouted the glory of their goddess, is blasphe- | tion is ‘ through the word of God; but we do not 


mous to the last degree ; and the declaration of the 
Saviour of the worid, that his Spirit, the Comfort- 
er, when he came, ‘ should testify of him,’ is incon- 
testable evidence that this Spirit, which testifies of 
ihe gracious allections and gvodness of the crea- 
ture, never came trom Christ. It 1s, however, due 
to the Methodist connexion, to acknowledge, that 
the rativnal and siucere among them deprecate this 
riotous shouting, and howling, and lament in a be- 
coming mauner, the errors which have crept into 
their worship since the days of the justly cele- 
brated fuunder of their sect. 

We, therefore, are of the opinion, that a marked 
distinction should be made between missivnaries, 
who from a principle of duty, and a concern for 
the souls of their brethren, perform in their own 
persons the work, and bear iu reality the heat and 
burden of ther day, and those, who lolang in_ their 
easy chuirs,or swimming inlurury and fattening m 


| believe clergymen can make that word effectual | 


ito save a soul from endless misery, which would 
not be effectual without them. This appears to be 
impartialist’s meaning. On the whole, however, we 
think there is little choice inerror. And a preacher, 
whether he is a Calvinist, or Arminian, or known 
by the appellation of Baptist, Methodist, Congrega- 
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name, shall humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 
will L hear from heaven and forgive their sin,” &c. 
We may see the condition of salvation and repro- 
bation stated in Prov. i. 20 to 33. ii. 1 to 5. where 
we may see thatif we turn to God at the reproof 
of his ¥.isdom, he will pour out his Spirit upon us. 
But if we set at nought all his counsel and despise 
all his reproofs, he will laugh at our calamity, and 
will mock when our fear cometh. Nineveh would 
have been destroyed in forty days,as Jonah prophe- 
sied, if they had remained impenitent. In Malachi 
ii. 2. reprobation is proved to be conditional: and 
in chap. iii. benedictions are grounded en conditions 
verse 10, 

In the writings, also under the new covenant, or 
evangelical dispensation, conditions are frequently 
mentioned and generally understood. Thus in Mat 
iii. 7 to 12. Luke xiii. 1 to 5. we are taught that 
repentance is a necessary condition to avoid the 
| wrath tocome. By Mat. v. Christ evidently re- 
| quires more from us under his dispensation, than 
| Was required from the Jews under the Mosaical 
dispensation. And by the conclusion of Christ’s 
|} sermon, Mat. vii. 21 to 29. we are informed that 

those are lost, who hear Christ’s words, but do not 
obey them. ‘They who hear and obey are likened 
to them who build their houses upon a rock. In- 
deed faith is a principal condition in salvation. Je- 
sus could not do many miracles in some places, be- 
| cause faith was wanting inthe people. ty one he 
| said, * be it unto thee according to thy faith.’ To 
| another, ‘ thy faith has saved thee, go in peace.’ 
Mark xvi. 16. Luke vii. 50. In Joho xii. 86. Jesus 
said believe in the light that ye may be the children 
| of light. 46th verse. | am come a light into the 
| World 44th verse. He that believeth on me,believeth 
/on him that sent me. We are told in John iii. 18. 
‘he that believeth on him is not condemned, he that 
i believeth not, is condemned already.’ 36th verse. 
‘he that believeth not in the Son shall not see life: 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.’ It is evident 
iby John i. 11 to +3. that Jesus came to his own, 
(the Jewish people,) but his own received him pot, 
| (a few excepted) but as many as received him, and 





tionalist, Friend, or Quaker, except he preaches , believed on his name, to them gave he power, (or 
an Unconditional and Unwersal salvation,which God | the right and privilege) to become the sons of God. 
and his prophets and apostles preached, in the im- | And these were born not of blood, nor of the will 


pressive language of Scripture, we say, ‘ Let him be 
accursed !!? 





For the Gospel Herald. 
On Conditions in Salvation. 


I have seen the three following incredible tenets 
or paradoxes. Ist, That all men were saved from 


all sin by Jesus Christ, who came for this purpose | 





tdieness, and who, ia the expressively prophetic | 1820 years ago; and finished what he came to do. 
words of Christ, * Bind heavy burdens and griev- | 2d. ‘That he drew all men, (past, present, and to 
vus to be borne, and day them on men’s shoulders, }eome,) unto him,when he was lifted up on the cross, 
but they themselves will not move them with one ol | where they and we were crucified with him, af- 


their fiagers ; but ail their works they do, for to be 
seen of men.” Matt. xxi. 4, 9. It ts arraut hypoeri- 
sy, for a clergyman to preteud that millions of his 
brethren are going to hell-fire tor want of dollars to 
save them, and with crocodile tears, to beg of his 
congregation, or others who come within his spung- 
ing influence, the fruits of then labour, and binseil, 
better able than nine out of ten of those whom he 
addresses, remain in the back ground and not lilt a 
finger. There is not a missionary beggar in the 
City of New-York, but could subsist wis family, 
and supply them with ail the necessaries of life for 
six hundred dollars a year; aud were they tudo 
this, they would (are far better than their Lord and 
Master, whose steps they prefend to waik in, and 
who had not where to lay hishead.* And were 
they paidas the Apostle Paul was, in qualidy, and 
quantity, 39 stripes, wstead of 39 hundred dollars, 
we think the order would lose its reputation iv the 
eyes of some persons, and the number of its ineum- 
bents grow less. Should these remarks meet the 


* According to orthodox data, the missionary beggars 
in the United States, squander every year 4 sum of mo- 
ney sufficient to save at a moderate calculation, on their 
principle TEN THOUSAND SOULS, irom endless misery! 
And alt this, reader, while their ‘ hearts are bleeding for 
poor sinners.’ How woutd tuis read in bistory ? 


\terwards were buried with him, and then rose 


jwith him, asceaded with him into heaven, and | 


juow sit with him in heavenly places, in Christ 
\Jesus” And 3d, and consequently, there is now 
ao such thing as a condition in the salvation of an. 
man. As the believersin conditional salvation are 
tuld,that it is impossible for them to bring one Serip- 
tural proof te support their doctrine of conditional 
salvation, | propose to note a few passages which 
prove it to my satislaction How the external ad- 


outward cevenant and sins against its laws, has been 
explained by Theophilus. 

That the outward salvation and prosperity of the 
external Jews, as well as their captivity and punish- 


blessings for obedieuce, and the curses for disobe 
dience. Such was the old covenant as is proved by 
Deut. xxix. 9, 12,25. xxx. 15, 16,17, 18. Indeed 
conditions are to be found from Genesis to Malachi. 
Death was the condition annexed to eating the for- 
bidden fruit, Genesis ii. 17. Cain was told, ‘ If thou 
doest well shalt thou not be accepted? [f thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the door.” We see alsu, coudi- 
tions in 2 Chron. vii. 12 to 22 where the Lord said 
to Solomon,“ If my people,which are called by my 





vent of Jesus, redeemed the external Jews from the 


ment, Were conditional, is proved by Deut. xxvii. 9 
j.o 26. xxvill. 1, 15, 53. where we may read the) 


}of man, but of God.’ This new birth is insisted on 
| by Jesus Christ, in John iii. 3, 5, 6, Lt. as an indis- 
pensable condition of salvation. By the parable of 
the sower, Luke viii. 1 to 18. we are taught condi 
| tions of salvation; and who were saved by the seed 
;sown, and who were oot. The light of salvation, 
according to verse 16, is to shine and be improved 
by man, lest the light which he seemeth te have be 
taken from him. See also Mat. xiii. 12 Luke xi. $3, 
36. That self-denial, taking up the cross and follow- 
ing the light, Jesus Christ, are necessary conditions 
of salvation, are proved by Mat. x. 38. Luke ix. 23 
24. xviii. 22 Luke xiv S38. By the fig tree,Luke 
xiii. 6. We are taught that we must be fruitful in the 
works of the Holy Spirit, or expect to be cut off 
from salvation. Mat vii. 1%. says, * Every tree that 
bringeth jot forth good fruit is hewa down and east 
into th fire.” When one asked Jesus i few were 
saved, he an ewered, * strive to enter in at the strait 
gate, for many shall seek to enter in, and shall not 
See Mat. vii. 14, 21, 22. Luke xii. 24 to 
28- By the parables of the ten virgins, of the 
talents, and of the pouud-, Luke xix. 11 to 18 Mat. 
XX. 1 to SU. we are instructed, concerning the con- 
' ditions, the nature of salvation, and condemnation. 
The oil, talents, and pounds, evidently mean God’s 
Spirit or grace. Christ, speaking of this Spirit, 
says, in John vii. 38. he that believeth, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water. la John iv. 
14 Jesus taught the woman of Samaria the same 
doctrine. By chap. vi 3%. Jesus said unto them, ‘I 
am the bread of life,’ 53d verse, ‘ except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink bis blood, ye 
bave no life in you’ 

By these texts, it appears that our salvatien is 
conditional on the drinking of living water, and on 
the eating of the bread of lite. Again, Joho xv lk 
to 6, incontrovertibly proves, that salvation aod 
bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit depend upon 
our abidance in Christ the vine. And this ab- 


be able” 
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dance denotes the power (or free agency in such) 
as have received Christ the life ;) power io become 
the sons of God, or chiidren of the light. 1 will 
now conclude for the present; alter observing, that 
as the law shadowed the things under the gospel, 
Heb. x. 1, and as | have proved that conditions 
were in the law-dispensation,—hence it follows, 
that the conditions of the law typified the con- 
ditions of the gospel. 


, of New Jersey. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


If the passages C. has quoted, prove salva- 
tionto be conditio al, to his satisfaction, we think he 
is of all fools the greatest, if he dors not comply with 
the conditions ! And we further say, if you ‘ are jus- 
tified by the law, you are fallen irom grace.’ ‘The 
salvation of our God is free—unmerited—a gift— 
without money, and without price! 

We inform C. that Theophilus, instead of er- 


, plaining, as he declares, the outward covenant, as be 


cails it, knew nothing about it! If this is questioned, 


| please to read our answer, in Numbers 29, 30, and 


ANSWER, 

That the truth should appear incredible to an un- 
believer, is, of all things, the reverse of being a! 
paradox, or incredible to us! The three incredible 
things, which our correspondent speaks of, and 
which to him are paradoxes, are not of ou 
invention—namely, * First, that all men were saved 
from all sin by Jesus Christ, who came for this 
purpose 1820 years ago, and finished what he came 
to do. Second—that tie drew all men (past, present, | 
and to come,) unto him when he was lifted up on 
the cross, where they, and we, were crucified with | 
him ; were afterwards buried with him, and rose 
with him, ascended with him into heaven, and now 
sitwith him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
And, Third, and consequently, there is now no 
such thing as a condition in the salvation of any 
man” When Paul preached the doctrine of the 
resurrection to unbelievers in Athens, they mocked 
him ; and if the eloquence of Paul, assisted by the 
Divine wisdom enlightening his mind, and inspiring | 
his tongue, failed of convincing, we may with great 
reason expect to be mocked, or disbelieved in our) 
feeble attempts to teach ; for God alone can give 
light to the blind understanding, or faith to the 
unbelieving heart. Reader, there is,in our opinion, 
nothing incredible with God, that can be effected by 
almighty power, designed by infinite wisdom, and is 
agreeable tu unbounded goodness. We, therefore, 
believe all God has revealed—all that his goodness 








can desire—wisdom plan—and power execute! God | But, that his proving conditions in the law, should | husband and family in grea 


said,— All souls are mine.’ Paul, ‘ For we know | 
(not we guess, or we suppose) that the whole creation 
roaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.’ 


uere. How could the whole creation travail to-| and its types, had their fulfilment in Christ—and | 
ther, if the whole creation did not exist together ?| Christ declared, ‘The law and the prophets were | Ver - 


¢ 
David says, ‘ All nations whom thou hast (in the 
past tense) made shall come and worship,’ &c.— 
And, ‘all the ends of the world shall remember,’ 
(in the future tense.) Quere. How could they re- 
member, if they had not forgot? Again, Paul says, 
* For all things were (in the past tense) made by 
him, and for him.’ Quere. If the soul [which 
constitutes the man, the body is only a case for the 
soul] of millions are to be made, or produced b 
God, in the future tense, what propriety or trut 
was there in the declaration, that all things were in 
the past tense made by him? Again, Paul declares, 
* Be it known unto you, that Christ is the head of 
every man—if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it—we [who ? Ans. All men] were eruci- 
fied with him, buried with him, and have risen with 
him.’ And Christ declared, that he came, not to 
* judge the world, but to save the world ; [not a part] 
of the world] and finished the work he came to do.’ 
Quere. How could the work be finished, unless | 
the world was saved ? Again,— And I, if I be lift-| 
ed up from the earth, will draw all men [not a| 
part) unto me” Paul declared. Ephes. ii. 4 to 9) 
verses. ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, for his | 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with | 
Christ, [When was Christ quickened ?] by grace} 
are ye saved. [Quere. Is grace, and gift, syno- 
nymous with conditional?) And hath [in the past 
tense) raised us up together, and made us sit toge- 
ther in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. That in 
the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness towards us 
through Christ Jesus. [Where is the condition in 
Christ ?} For by grace are ye saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. Not 
works, [conditions] lest any man should boast.” 
ow we think it more incredible that all these testi- 
monies should be false, than that C. of New 
Jersey should be mistaken! 








f 


31. We request C. to look at Number 15, 60 page, 


| 1 col. last paragraph, and he will see the ‘ sine qua 


non.” We have but one objection, however, to ex- 
amine every passage quoted, and their connexions ; 
and that is, the occupying our columns with matter, 
equal to 30 octavo pages, to the exclusion of the fa; 
vours of our correspondents. We challenge him to 
produce ONE passage from the Scriptures, as above 
mentioned, see 15 Number, &c. His assertions, 
Whatever weight they may havein his own opinion, 
have none in ours. We repeat it—the condition 
must be plainly stated—endless happiness, if com- 
plied with; and endless misery if neglected! The 
opinion, or declarations, of C. are in our estimation, 
when in opposition to the Scriptures, good for no- 
thing ! Our readers have seen satisfactory answers 
and expositions of many of the passages alluded to in 
our columns already ; and we shall answer as many 
as are presented in a proper manner, agreeably to 
our promise, in our 18th Namber. Our correspond- 
ent will better understand us, when we, in imitation 
of his own manner, tell him, that the whole Bible is 
destitute of conditions, and this is proved to our 
satisfaction. And we add. It he willconform to 
our sine qua non, we shall try toe prove it to his, 
and not without ! 

The concluding sentence of C. ‘ And as Ihave 
roved that conditions were in the law-dispensation, 
ence it follows, that the conditions of the law, ty- 
pified the conditions of the gospel.’ We have al- 
ways considered the law as conditional altogether. 


make it follow, that there are conditions in 
the gospel, is, of all logic, the strangest we ever 
heard of. Now we have understood that the law, 


until John, since which time the kingdom of God is 
preached,’ &c. Paul described the ‘ law, as the sha- 
dow of good things to come ; how [according to C.] 
the temporal penalty under the law, can be the type, 
or duiew of an endless penalty, damnation and 
misery without end, under the gospel, and accor- 
ding to Paul be a good thing, requires greater ahili- 
ties to show, than we think is possessed by ‘C. of 
New Jersey!’ 
—>—— 


UNIVERSALISM. 


As an objection to the doctrine of Universalism, 
we frequently hear it said, ‘ that it will do to live by, 
but not to die by.’ To the first part of this asser- 
tion we very willingly assent, as it isnot only rea- 
sonable but scriptural. The scriptures inform us 
that ‘the grace of God, which bringeth salvation to 
ali men, hath appeared, teaching us, that, denying 
ungodliness and every worldly lust, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, &c.’ But the last 
part of this assertion borders upon that system of 
detraction and deceit to which our opposers gene- 
rally resort, when reason and revelation fail of sup- 
porting their unseriptural hypothesis. What will give 
a person support and comfort when on a death bed ? 
Ans. To have assurance of eternal life and happi- 
ness. Well, if a person sincerely believes the doc- 
trine of Universalism, he must of course consider 
himself an heir of grace, and consequently, feeling 
sure of his eternal happiness, falls asleep in Jesus 
perfectly composed. Now it will be seen, that it 
would be talking Nonsence,to say such doctrine will 
not do to die by. It is a fact, that there is nothing 
which will give the support, in a dying hour, which 
a belief in the doctrine of Universalism will. 

This isatruth which no candid man will deny. 
Our opposers will now be obliged to move the po" 
sition of the argument, and probably will say, that 
the doctrine leaves the person when on his death 


bed. Well, then it appears that he does not die g 
| Universalist ; how then can it be told, that the doe 
-trine wili not do to die by? The assertion cannot 
| be supported. Suppose, for instance, that the per 
son recant his sentiments, and be brought to rejoice 
in the salvation of a part of mankind only; it this 
belief gives him joy, it cannot be for any thing but 
the salvation of those whom he believes are saved- 
whereas, if he believed in ‘ the restitution of «|| 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of alj 
his holy prophets since the world began,’ he would 
‘ rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.’ 

ALEXIs 
Boston U. Magazine 
—<—-- 


LICENTIOUS UNIVERSALISM. 
The New-York Daily Advertiser, of the 15th and 


16th November, contains an account of the city o: 
Housa, discovered in the interior of Africa by a 
modern traveller; who describes this city to be 
about the size of London,—the inhabitants, genera! 

ly, to be honest, benevolent, and charitable ; and rob- 
beries not more frequent than in some other coun- 
tries, &e. But, wonderful to relate, ‘They believe 
in the immortality of the soul, and that both men 
and women go to paradise ; that there is no future 

nishment ; the wicked are punished in this world 

Hepelosss after death, consists in being in the pre- 
sence of God!’ Now, this aceount, to be consistent 
with the conclusions of our pious a folks, who 
believe in the beauty and necessity of endless misery, 
should bave described this huge city of licentious 
and profane Universalists, as a race of cut-throats, 
swimming in sin, and wallowing in every species ot 
crime aud depravity !!! 


ANOTHER SACRIFICE @FFERED TO MOLOCH! 
“A woman lately cut her throat near Rocking 
ham, under the conviction that she was an object 
of Divine wrath, and would not be saved. He: 
character was respectable, and she lived with her 
t domestic comfort.” 
Boston Palladium. 
Calvinism, these are thy rauirs! The accursed 
| tree is known—and the truth, like a worm at the 


root, shall wither its branches and destroy it for 
' 





OLD TIMES. 


“Do not affect the gentleman. You have no 
more todo with this characur than with that ofa 
_dancing-master. A Preacher of the gospel should 
| be the servant of all! Be ashamed of vothing but 
sin: not of fetching wood, or drawing water, if 
time permit, nor of cleaning your own shoes, or 
those of your neighbours !” 

Wesley's advice to a minister. 

Quere.—To be a gentleman, and only affect to be 
one, are two things. 

_ 
Proverss i. 27. 

* And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind.’ 
Does God destroy them? Ans. See the 3d verse, 
* For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, 
and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them! 
Wisdom will laugh at folly,—but God will never 
sport with the sufferings of his creatures. ‘* He 
will not cast off for ever ; but out of the multitude 
of his mercies he will have compassien, for he doth 
not afflict willingly, (unnecessarily) nor grieve the 
children of men” 38d verse. ‘ But whoso hearken- 
eth unto me (wisdom) shall dwell safely, and shall 
be quiet from fear of evil.’ In 23d verse, it is de- 
clared,— Turn you at my reproef: Behold, I will 
pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unfo you!” Is this conditional? If so, produce 
the condition! * How long ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their 
seorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at 
my reproof!’ 

—_— 
To Correspondents. 


Impartialist, and Edward Sharman, Springfield, N. J. 
are received. In E. S.former communication, Number 
22. the name was misprinted, Harman. &c. 
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